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then that they prowl about the burning-grounds in search
of corpses or humans. They are, moreover, possessors of
remarkable riches, which they bestow on those they favour.

Chief among Rakshasas is Havana, the great enemy of
Rama. Reference should be made to Crooke's Folk-Lore of
Northern India, vol. i, p. 246 et seq.

They have also given the name to one of the eight forms
of marriage which Manu says is lawful only for men of the
Kshatriya caste.

The Pisachas are rather similar to the Rakshasas, their
chief activities being in leading people out of their way,
haunting cemeteries, eating human flesh and indulging in
every kind of wickedness. In Chapter XXVIII of the Ocean
of Story they appear to possess healing power, and, after being
duly propitiated, cure disease.

In the Vedas they are described as kravydd, " eaters of
raw flesh," which is perhaps the etymological sense of the
word Pi^acha itself. In the Rdmaydna they appear occasion-
ally as ghouls, but in the Mahdbhdrata besides being ghouls
they are continually represented as human beings living in
the north-west of India, the Himalayas and Central Asia.
This is one of the points which has led Sir George Grierson to
believe in the human origin of the Pisachas. (See the numer-
ous references given in my note on PaiSachI, the Pisacha's
language, on pp. 92, 93.)

Macdonell and Keith (Vedic Index, vol. i, p. 533) con-
sider that when they appeared as human tribes, they were
presumably thus designated in scorn. A science called
Pisacha-veda or Pisacha-vidya is known in the later Vedic
period. (See Gopatha Brdhmana, i, 1, 10, and Asvaldyana
&rauta Sutra, x, 7, 6.)

There is a form of marriage named paisdcha, after the
Pisachas, which consists of embracing a woman who is drugged,
insane or asleep. This is mentioned by Manu as the last and
most condemned form of marriage. It was, however, permis-
sible to all castes except Brahmans. (See Manu, Sacred Books
of the East, Biihler, vol. xxv, pp. 79-81 and 83.)

Finally there are the Purana legends to be considered.
They state that the valley of Kashmir was once a lake. Siva
drained off the water and it was peopled by the Prajapati
Kagyapa, He had numerous wives, but three in particular,
from whom were born the Nagas, the Pisachas, the Yakshas